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2015 Caldecott Honor Book2015 Sibert Medal WinnerFor shy young Peter Mark Roget, books were

the best companions -- and it wasnâ€™t long before Peter began writing his own book. But he

didnâ€™t write stories; he wrote lists. Peter took his love for words and turned it to organizing ideas

and finding exactly the right word to express just what he thought. His lists grew and grew,

eventually turning into one of the most important reference books of all time.Readers of all ages will

marvel at Rogetâ€™s life, depicted through lyrical text and brilliantly detailed illustrations. This

elegant book celebrates the joy of learning and the power of words.
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I love words and I love art that plays with words. ABC books, abecedarian novels, lipograms,

everything and anything that plays with the art of words is art right up my alley. And so having

adored Jen Bryant and Melissa Sweetâ€™s glorious Caldecott Honor A River of Words, I was agog

with anticipation waiting for their latest, The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus. And now that

Iâ€™ve seen it, let me tell you â€” it was worth the wait. Bryant again captures the essence of a

complicated individual in spare and beautifully crafted text. Having now written a book about a real

person myself, Iâ€™m all the more in awe of anyone who takes on a full biography for children,

managing to economically pull out just what is needed about that personâ€™s life for young readers



to best appreciate his accomplishments. Roget was clearly one brilliant man who loved all sorts of

things, words among them. Bryan elegantly presents Rogetâ€™s lifelong passion for word lists as

well as much more. She communicates beautifully just why such lists are so worthwhile by having

Roget answer his motherâ€™s questions with a single word and then mull over what better ones

there might be. She suggests the darker parts of his life, but mostly she shows readers a person

who was a passionate learner, passionate creator of word lists, and someone who figured out how

to put those passions together to create a unique and wonderful book, the thesaurus.Words, words,

letters and numbers and then more words float through this book. In the text, through the perfect

design and, most wonderfully, through Melissa Sweetâ€™s art. These marks of language are

everywhere in this book, those of Rogetâ€™s lists dance across one page, march down another,

and flit throughout in magical ways.
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